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The Arts Council 

Smithgall Arts Center Summer MusicFest
Series Performers Announced for 2010

Get out you dancin’ shoes and picnic baskets and be ready to enjoy The Arts Council’s 2010 Smithgall Arts Center Summer MusicFest outdoor series.  Back by popular demand this season features the return of a long time favorite The Swingin’ Medallions on Friday, June 4th, a new group but veteran performers Back in Time on Friday, June 25th and closes with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra on Friday, July 30th.  

The Swingin' Medallions have been based out of the Greenwood South Carolina area, since the early 1960's. Their musical roots came from listening to the early rhythm and blues acts. The music most often associated with the band is beach music, frat rock, R&B, or shaggin' music. After a few years of touring colleges from the Carolinas to the Louisiana Bayou, John McElrath took the group to Arthur Smith's Studio in Charlotte North Carolina, to record "Double Shot (of My Baby's Love)".   The song became a million-seller in 1966, and has been a party classic for college students for decades. "She Drives Me Out Of My Mind" and "Hey, Hey, Baby" were top 40 hits in 1966 and 1967, but "Double Shot" remains the signature song of the Swingin' Medallions.  The song, in fact, continues to demonstrate its own timeless quality on television and in motion pictures. The cast of the hit television series Aly McBeal sang along with the original recording in a 1998 episode. In 1999, it was again featured in the NBC miniseries The 60s. And last year it was heard on the big screen in the movie Sorority Boys. Bruce Springsteen once labeled it "the greatest fraternity rock song of all time" and includes it in many of his concerts.  


The personnel of the Swingin’ Medallions have always included around eight members with at least a four piece horn section. The high-energy party style stage performance of the first Medallions has been passed down to the band that performs today. The present Medallions stage show has coined them the name "The Party Band of the South."  Rain date for the Swingin’ Medallions is August 12th. 

Individual tickets are $25 per person, a table for 8 is $240.00

Do not put your dancing shoes or flip flops away so fast, the second concert scheduled for Friday June 25th features Back in Time.  Back in Time was formed in July of 2009 with musicians from all over northeast Georgia.  The band’s musicians range in age from 30 to 63 and all have professional experience.  In fact, three of the band members, Glenn Brown, John Harriman and Mercer Crook performed together in the 1960's and 70's.  The goal of the band is to perform beach/soul music that is authentic to the original artists.  With the expertise of arranger/ trumpeter Tom Wallace, the band has been able to achieve these goals.  Back in Time’s music is authentic classic beach and soul music of the 1960's and 1970's.  Band members are Glenn Brown - guitar; Bob Cowles - saxophones; Mercer Crook - keyboards; Michael Crook - trumpet; Rory Crook - trombone; John Harriman - bass, Jonathan Jackson - lead vocals; Chuck McKissick - drums; and Tom Wallace - trumpet.  

The Back in Time concert is offered FREE for Arts Council members.  Ticket prices are $20 per person for non-members.  A table of 8 is $200.00.

The third event of the Summer MusicFest season has been an annual tradition since 1975.  The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra marks its 35th anniversary performance for patrons in Gainesville, Hall County, and northeast Georgia on Friday, July 30th. 

Regarded as one of the most creative and innovative orchestras in North America, the 95-member Atlanta Symphony Orchestra is complemented by the acclaimed Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus and the widely recognized Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra.  Serving as the cornerstone for musical performance and training in an area extending far beyond our city's borders, the ASO reaches nearly half a 
million people through its various concert series and its diverse initiatives in music education and outreach. 

The orchestra performs more than 200 concerts each year, with its main subscription series augmented by pops series, family concerts, and a full summer schedule including classical, pops, and parks concerts.  Its educational concerts for young people are consistently sold out and, along with outreach initiatives in schools and community centers, serve more than 50,000 youngsters annually.


Recordings by the ASO have drawn international praise, winning an Audio Excellence Award, Gramophone and Ovation Magazine Awards, and 21 Grammy Awards, including three last year.  The ASO records for Telarc, with additional releases available on the Argo, New World, Nonesuch, Sony Classical, and Vox labels.


Individual tickets for the ASO are $35 adults, $32 seniors and $28 children.  A table for 8 for the ASO performance is $320.  The rain date for the ASO is August 1st.  

All performances are at The Arts Council Smithgall Arts Center and begin at 8:00pm.    To order tickets call 770.534.2787 or www.theartscouncil.net.  


For artist contact information call Gladys Wyant at 770-534-2787.

Directions to Arts Council Smithgall Arts Center 

From Atlanta:  Take I-85 north to Exit 113 bearing left onto I-985 north to Exit 20 GA Highway 60 (Queen City Pkwy/Candler Rd).  Turn left onto GA 60 and proceed approximately 2 miles to intersection with GA Hwy 369 (Jesse Jewell Pkwy), turn right onto GA 369 and proceed approximately 1/2 mile to intersection with W. Academy St (poultry monument/railroad museum on left, BB&T on right) turn left onto W. Academy and proceed 2 blocks and the Arts Council Smithgall Arts Center will be on the right at the intersection of W. Academy and Spring Streets
